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The Mystery of the Mastery
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The life we live is a result of the choices that we make at one point or the other. In life we are faced by different circumstances that may influence life. It all depends on how each individual is able to deal with the circumstances as these circumstances dictate our life. ‘The Lady with the Dog’ is one of the best-known stories by Anton Chekhov. Chekhov has a great mastery of economic language and character development. The author has a great way of conveying emotions with few words hence preserving the intensity of the characters’ feelings. This piece provides us with a chance to view two characters that wear recognizable social masks and relate to ordinary life (Finke and Holquist 89). Chekhov gives an insight into two characters, their character and how naturally present characters that we can relate to. We are thus touched by the nature of the characters hence proving Chekhov’s mastery and brilliance of language which are critical aspects towards understanding the theme of the story.
	In the elucidation of the narration, Chekhov takes us through his mastery in character generation by giving a startling representation of two characters that are affected by the different settings in which their chronicles takes place. We are introduced to both Anna and Gurov as the main characters to depict the brilliance of the author. This is mostly displayed through their budding relationship. We are given a brief description of the main character, Gurov, a man who uses human imperfections to describe his wife and justify his unfaithfulness. Chekhov takes us through his children and employment within a minute but a lot of emphases is placed on his wife or women in general. Anna takes the position of the women in the society where the author paints women as, “an inferior race” (Chekhov 144). The reader is able to feel how much each character will develop and present the readers with a chance to attach themselves to these characters that are not different from us. We are connected to the characters as we identify ourselves with the feelings and personalities of the characters.
	Chekhov gives a detailed narration of his initial description of Gurov in five paragraphs. Gurov is almost forty years old, has three children and a wife with whom he is not in love with. Gurov outwardly portrays a lot of chauvinism towards women. However, he is also mot happy in the company of men. He feels at ease and comfortable when sitting around women. Gurov becomes a round character that we can relate to. The author’s ability to produce an effect in the reader is evident through the description and action provided in the fiction. 
	The narrative takes place in Yalta which is a vacation spot in Europe. Chekhov brilliantly weaves location and setting to develop the theme in his narration. The setting gives us a glimpse of the internal life from the characters and the plot (Kapka Kassabova; John I MacArtney, et al. 63). The beginning of the story sets a happy tone for the elucidation. However, when Anna and Gurov meet, the tone changes due to the change in the events being unfolded through their relationship. At the beginning of their relationship, the sine is shining, the weather is warmer and it is the best time for a stroll. However, when Gurov gets into an adulterous relationship, the love fades, the weather becomes tumultuous and there is no love between the two characters. Chekhov portrays his mastery when he illustrates the unfolding of events symbolically through the change of weather in the setting so as to depict the change of events in the relationship. When the couple commits adulterous actions, “when they went out, there was not a soul; on the embankment, the town with its cypresses looked completely dead…” (Chekhov 147), depicting the death of love between the two characters.
	Finally, the mastery of Chekhov’s piece of writing attracts moral struggle that the reader can relate to in ordinary life. One could have missed much of the story if the author did not use his mastery of language to develop the story through character development and setting. If the author did not produce the mystery of the characters from character development, most people could have become insensitive to the true feelings of the characters (Finke and Holquist 34). The theme of the story is illustrative to the reader in that we can find love despite age. This piece of writing triggers our own quest for truth in life. Being honest with your feelings is very essential which poses to be the most digested theme in this narration.
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